
 
 
 

 
 
Report of: Environment Scrutiny Committee                                                                            
 
To: Executive Board  
 
Date: 16th July 2007      Item No:     

 
Title of Report : Recommendations on the implementation of the 
Council’s waste collection scheme.   

 
 

Summary and Recommendations 
 
 
Purpose of report: To present to the Executive Board recommendations from 
the Environment Scrutiny Committee on the Council’s waste collection 
scheme. 
       
Key decision: No    
 
Portfolio Holder: Councillor Jean Fooks, Cleaner City Portfolio Holder 
 
Scrutiny Responsibility: Environment Scrutiny Committee   
 
Ward(s) affected: All  
 
Report Approved by: Councillor Sid Phelps, Chair of Environment Scrutiny 
Committee, Emma Griffiths, Legal and Democratic Services, Andy Collett, 
Finance and Asset Management.  
 
Policy Framework:  
 
Recommendation(s): The Executive Board is asked to respond to the 
Scrutiny Committee’s recommendations: 
 
1. If it agrees or disagrees with the recommendations outlined. 
 
2. If it agrees when will the recommendations be implemented and who will 
take the lead? 
 
3. If it disagrees why?    
 
4. If more information is required from other officers when that will be 
considered?  
 
 

 
 

x
Name of Strategic Director or Business Manager

x
Name of Committee

x
Date of meeting

emace
Field to be completed by Committee Services

x
Title of report

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)

x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area

x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.

x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

emace
Name the officers who have approved the report prior to publication.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.

x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.



 
 
1. Minutes of the Environment Scrutiny Committee – 11th June 2007  
 
 

13. WASTE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SCHEME - UPDATE 
 
 The Interim City Works Business Manager submitted a report 
(previously circulated, now appended) on the implementation of the new 
recycling and waste collection scheme. 
 
 Resolved to: 
 
1.  note and comment on the report as follows: 
 

• In reply to a question regarding side waste, closed lids and 
communication with residents Geoff Melotti said that he understood 
that information regarding the need to constrain the amount of residual 
waste had been circulated in one of approximately four leaflets which 
had been circulated to residents. Mr Melotti agreed to confirm the 
details to Members after the meeting. 

 
• Bins left on the pavement might be construed as a highway 

obstruction. The Councils operatives would be reminded that bins 
should be returned to gardens or storage areas and that residents 
were to leave bins at their property boundary not on pavements. 

 
• Currently, approximately 20 Recycling Champions were in place to 

support residents and advise City Works of emerging problems and it 
was hoped that more members of the public could be persuaded to 
become involved with this initiative. 

 
• As part of the imminent review of the 24 bring-bank sites in the 

City, the possible relocation of recycling banks would be looked at 
further by City Works officers as well as the use of containers in 
general in an attempt to meet the needs of householders with 
inadequate storage space for recycling bins. 

 
• Noted the number of written complaints which had been received and 

responded to. Councillor Pressel said that she had also received many 
verbal complaints. Councillor Fooks confirmed that the scheme was 
subject to continuous monitoring. 

 
The Environment Scrutiny Committee recommended to the Executive Board 
that: 
 
i). The Council should run an article in Your Oxford, showing where Oxford’s 
recycling goes after collection. This is to maintain publicity for the scheme and 
to ensure that Oxford’s residents are fully informed as to what happens to 

 
 



their rubbish. Photographs from the materials recycling facility would be a 
useful addition to the article.    
 
ii). The Planning Business Manager is reminded of the importance of 
consulting with City Works on all new developments to ensure that bin 
storage is adequately provided for and that such provision is 
guaranteed through the application of conditions to planning schemes. 
City Works should respond to these requests within the consultation 
period.    

2. Environment Scrutiny Committee – 11th June 2007  
 
2.1 The Environment Scrutiny Committee received an update on the 

Council’s waste collection scheme at its meeting on 11th June 2007. 
The Committee was encouraged to learn that recycling rates had 
reached 39% in May 2007, but were also keen to ensure that the 
Council would continue to do all that it could to increase rates further. 

 
2.2 The Committee agreed it was important to present a positive image of 

the Council’s waste collection service to the people of Oxford. 
Therefore, the Committee recommends that: 

 
• The Council should run an article in Your Oxford, showing where 

Oxford’s recycling goes after collection. This is to maintain publicity 
for the scheme and to ensure that Oxford’s residents are fully 
informed as to what happens to their rubbish. Photographs from the 
waste recycling plant would be a useful addition to the article.    

 
2.3 Secondly, the Committee also wants to make sure that the recycling 

scheme is available to as many households as possible. The 
importance of ensuring that there is adequate bin storage on new 
developments was stressed. Therefore, the Committee agreed to 
recommend that: 

 
• The Planning Business Manager is reminded of the importance of 

consulting with City Works on all new developments to ensure that 
bin storage is adequately provided for and that such provision is 
guaranteed through the application of conditions to planning 
schemes. City Works should respond to these requests within the 
consultation period.   

 
2.4 The Environment Scrutiny Committee hopes that the Executive Board 

endorses these recommendations and sets out a timetable for the 
production of an article for the Your Oxford magazine.  

 
3.  Comments from the Portfolio Holder (Councillor Jean Fooks) 
 
3.1 I would like to thank Environment Scrutiny Committee for their 

continuing interest in the new refuse and recycling scheme. The details 
of where our recycling goes are on the Council website and officers are 
preparing an article for the next Your Oxford on this topic.  

 
 

x
Use sequentially numbered paragraphs. By using sequentially numbered paragraphs it enables those attending the meeting to refer to particular parts of the report with ease.             Use headings if you think it helps but don’t number them.Express in plain English.  Avoid acronyms or jargon.      Suggested content:          Introduction/background     Body of report – should consider all options and lead to expressed conclusions which in turn inform clear recommendations.    Consider the wider impact of proposals, e.g. on sustainability or health. Summarise consultation carried out with any persons or organisation e.g. scrutiny or Area Committees, Parish Councils, community groups or statutory agencies.                                                                        Conclusions   Recommendations               



 
3.2 I understand that City Works are currently consulted on planning 

applications for large new developments and I have asked that 
Planning officers are reminded to check the adequacy of waste storage 
and collection arrangements on all new developments.  

 
4. Comments from the Strategic Director 
 
4.1 The Strategic Director endorses these recommendations and 

comments.    
 
 
 
 
Name and contact details of author:  
 
Andrew Davies, Scrutiny Officer, on behalf of the Environment Scrutiny 
Committee 
Tel – 01865 252433 
Email – adavies@oxford.gov.uk 
 
Background papers:  
 
None 

 
 

x
Name, telephone number and email

x
These are any documents relied upon or drawn from in writing the report. If that document is already in the public domain (e.g. legislation, government guidance or a previously published committee report) they do not need to be listed here. Say if there are no background papers.


